
 

 

 

August 13, 2015 

 

Via Electronic Filing 

 

The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose 

Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20426 

 

SUBJECT: Bear Swamp Project, FERC Project No. 2669 

Follow-up to June 29-30, 2015 Proposed Study Plan Meeting 

 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

 

Bear Swamp Power Company, LLC (BSPC), a limited liability company jointly owned indirectly 

by Brookfield Renewable Energy Group and Emera, Inc., is the Licensee, owner, and operator of 

the 610 megawatt (MW) Bear Swamp Project (Project or BSP).  The Project is located along the 

Deerfield River in Berkshire and Franklin counties, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

The Project consists of the Bear Swamp Pumped Storage Development (PSD) and the Fife Brook 

Development.  In support of preparing an application for a new license for the Project, BSPC has 

elected to use the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC or Commission) Integrated 

Licensing Process (ILP), as defined in 18 C.F.R. Part 5 of the Commission’s regulations. Major 

milestones to date are presented in Table 1. 

 

TABLE 1 

MAJOR ILP MILESTONES COMPLETED 

Date Milestone 

12/19/2014 Pre-Application Document (PAD) and Notice of Intent (NOI) Filed 

02/18/2015 Scoping Document 1 (SD1) Issued by FERC 

03/18/2015 FERC’s Agency and Public Scoping Meetings Conducted 

03/19/2015 Project Site Visit Held 

06/02/2015 Proposed Study Plan (PSP) Filed 

06/29-30/2015 PSP Meeting Conducted 

 

BSPC conducted a two-day PSP meeting on June 29-30, 2015 at Greenfield Community College 

in Greenfield, Massachusetts.  During the PSP meeting, BSPC presented the basis for the studies 

as described in the PSP.  BSPC would like to thank all participants for attending, and BSPC 

believes the dialogue was both important and productive.  Accordingly, this letter outlines a 

series of key themes or aspects which BSPC heard and took note-of during the meeting, and 

which BSPC is examining relative to the Revised Study Plan (RSP) which will be filed by 

September 30, 2015.   
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At the outset of the meeting BSPC presented its approach to the PSP (as described in-detail in 

Section 1.3 of the PSP) which is centered on appropriately applying FERC’s ILP study criteria 

with emphasis on matters and issues for which BSPC has direct control and which have a nexus 

to Project operations.  The approach and guiding principles outlined in the PSP represent valid 

and reasonable interests that BSPC continues to maintain particularly when considering that; (a) 

it is the eight-development Deerfield River Project (FERC No. 2323) (DRP) that drives and 

regulates the peaking flow regime throughout the Deerfield River, (b) this flow regime is 

authorized by DRP’s Settlement, FERC license and 401 Water Quality Certificate (WQC), none 

of which are under BSPC’s control, and (c) BSPC does not own or control any of the DRP 

facilities none of which are up for relicensing at this time. 

 

However, BSPC also respects key interests expressed by stakeholders during the PSP meeting 

and appreciates the constructive dialogue regarding specific study methods.  Accordingly, BSPC 

is reviewing the practical attributes of the following resource areas and fieldwork considerations 

with respect to the RSP:    

 

• Supplemental characterization of freshwater mussels,
*
  

• Supplemental characterization of state-listed odonate species,
*
 

• Additional examination of naturally reproduced trout, 

• Integrate a level of examination of the Deerfield River between the Cold River and the 

most-upstream (highest) extent of the Deerfield No. 4 Station backwater, 

• Additional field components associated with the proposed Instream Flow Assessment, 

• Revised schedule for recreational visitor use surveys,  

• Supplemental characterization of state and federally listed rare, threatened, and 

endangered species,  

• Additional definition of acoustic Doppler current profiler (ADCP) fieldwork under the 

Entrainment Evaluation, 

• Collaboration with the whitewater/boating and angling communities to examine Fife 

Brook scheduled release considerations, 

• Further information regarding the function/workings of the Flow Regime Working Group 

under the Operations Model, and   

• Details regarding the means, methods, execution and timing of studies. 

 

BSPC anticipates that the RSP will reflect-upon these aspects while maintaining consistency 

with BSPC’s approach and guiding principles described in the PSP; all of which will continue to 

be examined by BSPC under the schedule afforded by the ILP in which the RSP is filed by 

September 30, 2015.  

 

                                                           
*
 BSPC expects that these are additional, stand-alone studies with specific field methods described in the RSP. 
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BSPC looks forward to working with the Commission, agencies, Indian tribes, local 

governments, and members of the public to timely develop a license application and supporting 

record that fully meets regulatory requirements in relicensing the Project. If you have questions 

or require additional information, please contact me at (315) 598-6130 or via email at 

Steven.Murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com. 

 

        

Steven P. Murphy 

        

 
       Manager, Licensing  

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

 

 

Cc:  Attached Distribution List 

mailto:Steven.Murphy@brookfieldrenewable.com
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Charlene Dwin Vaughn, Assistant Director 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

Old Post Office Building 

1100 Pennsylvania Ave NW Suite 803 

Washington, DC  20004 

 

John Seebach 

American Rivers 

1104 14th St NW, Suite 1400 

Washington, DC  20005 

 

Kevin Richard Colburn 

National Stewardship Director 

American Whitewater 

PO Box 1540 

Cullowhee, NC  28779 

 

Robert Nasdor, NE Stewardship Director 

American Whitewater 

65 Blueberry Hill Lane 

Sudbury, MA  01776 

 

Kenneth Kimball, PhD, Director of Research 

Appalachian Mountain Club 

PO Box 296 

Gorham, NH  03581-0296 

 

Norman Sims, PhD 

Appalachian Mountain Club 

77 Back Ashuelot Road 

Winchester, NH  03470 

 

Patrick S Moriarty, Operations Manager 

Bear Swamp Pumped Storage Station 

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

PO Box 461 

Rowe, MA  01367 

 

Marshall L Olson, Compliance Manager 

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

314 Growdon Blvd 

Tallassee, TN  37878 

 

Randy Garletts, Compliance Specialist 

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

14 Riverview Terrace 

Oakland, MD  21550 

 

Steven P Murphy, Licensing Manager 

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

33 West 1st Street South 

Fulton, NY  13069 

 

Franklin Keel 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

545 Marriott Dr, Suite 700 

Nashville, TN  37214 

Simeon Bruner 

Cambridge Development Corporation 

130 Propect Street 

Cambridge, MA  02139 

 

Andrew Fisk, Executive Director 

Connecticut River Watershed Council 

15 Bank Row 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Andrea Donlon, MA River Steward 

Connecticut River Watershed Council 

15 Bank Row 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

CrabApple Whitewater, Inc. 

3 Lake Moxie Road 

The Forks, ME  04985 

 

Frank Mooney, River Manager 

CrabApple Whitewater, Inc. 

PO Box 295 

Charlemont, MA  01339 

 

Deerfield River Portage 

617 Hoosac Road 

Conway, MA  01341 

 

Brian Yellen, President 

Deerfield River Watershed Association 

15 Bank Row Suite A 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Robert May 

Deerfield River Watershed Association 

PO Box 431 

Montague, MA  01351 

 

Kim Marsili 

Chief Environmental Health and Safety Officer 

Essential Power 

15 Agawam Avenue 

West Springfield, MA  01089 

 

Kimberly Bose, Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 1st St NE 

Washington, DC  20426 

 

FEMA Region 1 

99 High Street 

Boston, MA  02110 

 

Commander 

First Coast Guard District 

408 Atlantic Avenue 

Boston, MA  02110 
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John Howard, FERC Hydro Compliance Director 

FirstLight Hydro Generating Co. 

Northfield Mountain Station 

99 Millers Fall Road 

Northfield, MA  01360 

 

Kimberly Noake MacPhee 

Land Use & Natural Resources 

Planning Program Manager 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 

12 Olive Street, Suite 2 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Peggy Sloan 

Franklin Regional Council of Governments 

12 Olive Street, Suite 2 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Hyytinen Hollow Tubes 

7 Tea Street Ext 

Charlemont, MA  01338 

 

Massachusetts Department of  

Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA  02114-2104 

 

Office of Dam Safety 

Massachusetts Department of  

Conservation and Recreation 

John Augustas Hall 

180 Beaman Street 

West Boylston, MA  01583-1109 

 

Paul Jahnige, Director  

Greenways and Trails 

Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation 

136 Damon Road 

Northampton, MA  01060 

 

Hydro Section 

Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020 

Boston, MA  02114-2533 

 

Massachusetts Department of  

Environmental Protection 

One Winter Street 

Boston, MA  02108-4747 

 

Michael Gorski, Regional Director 

Western Regional Office 

Massachusetts Department of  

Environmental Protection 

436 Dwight Street 

Springfield, MA  01103 

Robert David Kubit 

Environmental Engineer 

Massachusetts Department of  

Environmental Protection 

627 Main Street 

Worcester, MA  01608 

 

Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 

Boston, MA  02114 

 

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities 

One South Station 

Boston, MA  02110 

 

Brian Harrington 

Massachusetts Dept of Environmental Protection 

436 Dwight Street 

Springfield, MA  01103 

 

Director 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA  01581 

 

Caleb Slater, Ph.D. 

Andromous Fish Project Leader 

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA  01581 

 

Paul J Diodati, Director 

Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries 

251 Causeway Street 

Suite 400 

Boston, MA  02114-2512 

 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy & 

Environmental Affairs 

100 Cambridge Street 

Suite 900 

Boston, MA  02114 

 

Jonathan Patton 

Preservation Planner 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Morissey Blvd 

Boston, MA  02125-3314 

 

Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Morissey Blvd 

Boston, MA  02125-3314 
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Gailanne M Cariddi 

Massachusetts House of Representatives 

MA State House 

Room 155 

Boston, MA  02133 

 

Paul W Mark 

Massachusetts House of Representatives 

PO Box 114 

Dalton, MA  01227 

 

Valerie Gingrich 

Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management 

251 Causeway Street 

Suite 800 

Boston, MA  02114-2136 

 

Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place 

Boston, MA  02108-1518 

 

Russel Cohen 

Rivers Advocate 

Massachusetts Riverways Program 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 

Boston, MA  02114-2119 

 

Benjamin B Downing 

Massachusetts Senate 

7 North Street Suite 307 

Pittsfield, MA  01201 

 

Charles Olchowski 

Massachusetts-Rhode Island Council of Trout 

Unlimited 

28 Smith Street 

Greenfield, MA  01301-2018 

 

Moxie Outdoor Adventures 

1609 US Route 201 

The Forks, ME  04985 

 

Doug Harris 

Narragansett Indian Tribal Historic Preservation 

Office 

PO Box 268 

Charlestown, RI  02813 

 

Misty Anne Marold 

Senior Review Biologist 

Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA  01581 

 

 

 

Tom Christopher 

New England FLOW 

252 Fort Pond Inn Road 

Lancaster, MA  01523 

 

John Bullard, Regional Administrator 

NOAA Fisheries Service 

Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office 

55 Great Republic Drive 

Gloucester, MA  01930-2276 

 

Harvey Scudder, President 

Northeast Center for Social Issue Studies 

PO Box 158 

Brattleboro, VT  05302-0158 

 

Michael Hornstein, Partner 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP 

500 8th St NW 

Washington, DC  20004 

 

Roger Hunt, Director 

Quinebaug Associates, LLC 

370 Main Street 

Suite 800 

Worcester, MA  01608-1741 

 

Steven Frias, Legal Counsel 

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 

89 Jefferson Boulevard 

Warwick, RI  02888 

 

Wallace A Miller, Acting President 

Stockbridge Munsee Community, Wisconsin 

N8476 Mo He Con Nuck Road 

Bowler, WI  54416 

 

The Berkshire Visitors Bureau 

66 Allen Street 

Pittsfield, MA  01201 

 

Department of Geosciences 

The Massachusetts Geological Survey 

University of Massachusetts 

269 Morrill Science Center 

611 North Pleasant Street 

Amherst, MA  01003-9297 

 

Kathy Reynolds, Town Clerk 

Town of Charlemont Town Hall 

157 Main Street 

Charlemont, MA  01339 
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Michael Walsh 

Director Emergency Management 

Town of Charlemont 

PO Box 325 

Charlemont, MA  01339 

 

Town Clerk 

Town of Florida 

379 Mohawk Trail 

Drury, MA  01343 

 

Doreen Aldrich 

Town Clerk 

Town of Rockingham 

PO Box 370 

Bellows Falls, VT  05101-0370 

 

Jennifer Morse 

Town Clerk 

Town of Rowe 

321 Zoar Road 

Rowe, MA  01367 

 

Matthew Cole 

TransCanada Hydro 

3A School Street 

PO Box 9 

Monroe Bridge, MA  01350 

 

Ann Birch, Regulatory Analyst 

TransCanada Pipelines Ltd 

450 1st St SW 

Calgary, Alberta  T2P 5H1 

CANADA 

 

John Ragonese 

FERC License Manager 

TransCanada Power Mktg Ltd 

One Harbour Place, Suite 330 

Portsmouth, NH  03801 

 

Michael Hachey 

Eastern Commercial Director 

TransCanada Power Mktg Ltd 

110 Turnpike Road, Suite 203 

Westborough, MA  01581 

 

Leon Szeptycki 

Environmental Council 

Trout Unlimited 

1300 17th Street N, Suite 500 

Arlington, VA  22209 

 

Donald Pugh 

Trout Unlimited 

10 Old Stage Road 

Wendell, MA  01379 

Kevin Parsons 

Deerfield River Watershed Chapter 

Trout Unlimited 

PO Box 133 

Shelburne Falls, MA  01370 

 

Karen Adams 

New England District 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA  01742-2751 

 

North Atlantic Division 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

302 General Lee Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY  11252 

 

Greenfield Field Office 

US Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Cons Service 

55 Federal Street 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Pittsfield Field Office 

US Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Cons Service 

78 Center Street Suite 206 

Pittsfield, MA  01201 

 

Office of the Solicitor 

US Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street Northwest MS 6557 

Washington, DC  20240 

 

Andrew Tittler 

US Department of the Interior 

1 Gateway Center 

Suite 612 

Newton, MA  02458-2881 

 

Andrew L Raddant 

Off of Envir Policy & Comp 

US Department of the Interior Northeast Region 

15 State Street,Suite 400 

Boston, MA  02109 

 

David Turin 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA  02109-3946 

 

New England Headquarters 

US Environmental Protection Agency 

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA  02109-3912 
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Wendy Weber 

NE Regional Director 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA  01036-9589 

 

Curt Orvis, Fisheries Program 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA  01036-9589 

 

Tom Chapman, Supervisor 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

New England Field Office 

70 Commercial Street Suite 300 

Concord, NH  03301-5094 

 

Brett Towler, CT River Coordinator 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA  01035-9589 

 

Kenneth Sprankle, CN River Coordinator 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

103 East Plumtree Rd 

Sunderland, MA  01375 

 

Massachusetts Office 

US Geological Survey 

New England Water Science Center 

10 Bearfoot Road 

Northborough, MA  01532 

 

Richard E Neal 

US House of Representatives 

78 Center Street 

Pittsfield, MA  01201 

 

Kevin Mendik, NPS Hydro Program Coordinator 

US National Park Service 

15 State Street, 10th Floor 

Boston, MA  02109 

 

Duncan Hay 

Northeast Region 

US National Park Service 

15 State Street 

Boston, MA  02109 

 

Edward Markey 

US Senate 

218 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Warren 

US Senate 

317 Hart Senant Office Building 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

Secretary's Office 

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

1 National Life Drive Davis 2 

Montpelier, VT  05620-3901 

 

Vermont Public Service Department 

112 State Street 3rd Floor 

Montpelier, VT  05620-2601 

 

Richard Roos-Collins 

Legal Services Director 

Water & Power Law Group 

2140 Shattuck Ave Suite 801 

Berkeley, CA  94704-1229 

 

Bruce Lessels 

Zoar Outdoor 

PO Box 245 

Charlemont, MA  01339 

 

Kevin D Parsons 

PO Box 133 

Shelburne Falls, MA  01370 

 

Karl Meyer 

85 School Street No 3 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

 

Jon Elmer 

Director of Operations 

Brookfield Renewable Energy Group 

800 Starbucks Avenue 

Suite 802 

Watertown, NY  13601 

 

John Baummer 

Project Manager 

FERC - Office of Energy Projects 

888 1st St NE 

Washington, DC  20426


